Production of interferon and other lymphokines during murine tumour growth. I. Lymphokines in cell--free fluid of rat Zajdela ascites hepatoma.
Cell-free ascites of rat Zajdela hepatoma was assayed for the presence of lymphokine-like factors. Macrophage migration inhibitory and microbial growth inhibitory cytokines were detected with peak activities at day 4-8 and 10-11 after tumour inoculation, respectively. Occasionally, skin reactive activity was found, whereas only borderline titres of an interferon-like substance were demonstrated. Preliminary studies indicated that both migration inhibitory and microbial growth inhibitory factors are proteins resembling the corresponding lymphocyte-derived lymphokines. The cellular site of formation of these factors remains to be determined.